March 7, 2006

serve on the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, but I was here on September 11,
and I served on the committee as we
built the PATRIOT Act in the imme-
diate days following that mnational
tragedy. That is why making 14 of the
16 provisions of the PATRIOT Act per-
manent is a critical element of ensur-
ing the security of the American peo-
ple, and putting safeguards on the two
remaining provisions is evidence of a
careful balancing act that has been ac-
complished in a bipartisan way.

We must equip law enforcement and
intelligence officials with the tools
necessary to protect our Nation from
terrorist attacks. We must also safe-
guard the civil liberties of the Amer-
ican people to fulfill the vision of free-
dom.

For that reason, I urge my col-
leagues, with gratitude to our leader-
ship, to move this PATRIOT Act to the
President today.

————
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PuTNAM) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC., March 6, 2006.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule IT of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
March 6, 2006, at 4:42 p.m. and said to contain
a message from the President whereby he
submits draft legislation entitled, ‘‘Legisla-
tive Line Item Veto Act of 2006”".

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

LEGISLATIVE LINE ITEM VETO
ACT OF 2006—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 109-94)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on the Budget and the Committee on
Rules and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

In my State of the Union Address, I
asked the Congress to give the Presi-
dent a line item veto. Today, I am
sending the Congress a legislative pro-
posal to give the President line item
authority to reduce wasteful spending.
This legislation will help to limit
spending and ensure accountability and
transparency in the expenditure of tax-
payer funds.

Although the Congress achieved sig-
nificant spending restraint this past
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year, appropriations and other bills
that are sent to my desk still contain
spending that is not fully justified, is a
low priority, or is earmarked to avoid
the discipline of competitive or merit-
based reviews. When this legislation is
presented to me, I now have no ability
to line out unnecessary spending. In
1996, the Congress gave the President a
line item veto—an important tool to
limit wasteful spending—but the Su-
preme Court struck down that version
of the law in 1998.

My proposed legislation, the ‘‘Legis-
lative Line Item Veto Act of 2006,”
would provide a fast-track procedure to
require the Congress to vote up-or-
down on rescissions proposed by the
President. There has been broad bipar-
tisan support for similar proposals in
the past. Under this proposal, the
President could propose legislation to
rescind wasteful spending, and the Con-
gress would be obligated to vote quick-
ly on that package of rescissions, with-
out amendment. The same procedure
would apply to new mandatory spend-
ing and to special interest tax breaks
given to small numbers of individuals.

Forty-three Governors have a line
item veto to reduce spending. The
President needs similar authority to
help control unjustified and wasteful
spending in the Federal budget. I urge
you to promptly consider and send me
this legislation for enactment to re-
duce unnecessary spending and help
achieve my goal of cutting the deficit
in half by 2009.

GEORGE W. BUSH,
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 6, 2006.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE BARBARA CUBIN, MEM-
BER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable BARBARA
CUBIN, Member of Congress:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 1, 2006.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that I have
been served with a civil subpoena, issued by
the U.S. District Court for the District of Co-
lumbia, for documents.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with
the precedents and privileges of the House.

Sincerely,
BARBARA CUBIN,
Member of Congress.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.
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Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———

GERARD A. FIORENZA POST
OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3934) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 80 Killian Road in
Massapequa, New York, as the ‘“‘Gerard
A. Fiorenza Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3934

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. GERARD A. FIORENZA POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 80
Killian Road in Massapequa, New York, shall
be known and designated as the ‘‘Gerard A.
Fiorenza Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“‘Gerard A. Fiorenza
Post Office Building’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. DENT) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3934, introduced by
the distinguished gentleman from New
York (Mr. KING), would designate the
post office in Massapequa, New York,
as the Gerard A. Fiorenza Post Office
Building. As the postmaster general of
Massapequa, Jerry Fiorenza was a vital
member of the community, someone
who was always available to help out
where needed.

His first position with the postal
service was as a postal assistant in Ja-
maica, New York, in 1972. As a letter
carrier, he received a letter of rec-
ommendation, and in 1990 he was as-
signed as the officer in charge to the
Valley Stream office. He then served as
postmaster in Hewlett, Massapequa
Park, and finally Massapequa.

While serving in Massapequa, he was
known for his strict attention to detail
and his friendly demeanor. In fact, the
Massapequa Post publisher, Alfred
James, is quoted as saying: ‘“When I
first came to Massapequa a few years
ago as the publisher of the Massapequa
Post, it was Jerry who was there to an-
swer all of my questions and help me
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